CHAPTER ONE
INFANCY
In the tiny, two-roomed cottage of Ins mother's mother, In
the little, old-world village of Lossiemxmth, James Ramsay
Ma-cDonald was born on 18 October 1866 In circumstances
of direst poverty.
Read with appreciation and discernment, that single sen-
tence Is the keynote of MacDonakfs career. The two factors
which are vital in every man's life - heredity and environment-
are there in those simple words. He inherited his physical
characteristics from his Scots parents, and his environment,
during the tuost impressionable years of his life, was to be the
poverty-stricken condition of so many Scots youths, the fond,
doting care of mother and grandmother., the growing up with
Scots companions., and priceless endowment of education In a
Scots village school.
The village of Losslemouth is not typically Highland., as it
is so often described ; the natives are not for the most part of
the Celtic race, and Gaelic is not spoken there. Indeed, it is
in many respects a Lowland village. It Is a quaint old Scots
clachan, half rural, half fishing, on the shore of the beautiful
Moray Firth. The Plains of Abraham at Quebec, where
Wolfe led his Highlanders to victory, have been elevated to
the dignity of a golf course, and likewise, industry having
languished, Lossiemonth, of historic memory^ Is now a golfer's
paradise. To-day the village, changing with the times, has
lost much of its old-world charm, and only the antiquarian
recalls the great historical association of the place, the storied
stones of Spynie Castle, the Palace of the notable Bishops of
Moray, and the romantic ruins of Elgin Cathedral, built more
than seven centuries ago. It is strange that MacPonald was
born almost under the walls of Fitzgavcny, where Macbeth is
alleged to have murdered Duncan.